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Socialism and Co-operative Enterprises 
Cooperation in Agriculture. By G. Harold Powell. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1913. Pp.327. $1.50.) 

The most frequent objection urged against books dealing with 
cooperation is that they are written by enthusiasts, by dreamers, 
by those who consider it a cure-all for various economic and social 
evils. But in Powell's Cooperation in Agriculture, the author, 
although a staunch advocate of cooperative principles, gives the 
reader a volume that avoids criticism on that score and at the 
same time constitutes a most excellent and noteworthy contribu- 
tion to the literature of the subject. 

Mr. Powell is a thoroughly practical and experienced cooperator 
and for some years past has been the manager of the California 
Fruit Growers Exchange, one of the most successful cooperative 
enterprises of its character in the United States. He knows, as 
few others do, the dangers and the advantages of cooperative 
activity, and at no time throughout his discussion does he stress 
one at the sacrifice of the other. He frankly confesses that few 
of the attempts at cooperation 

have been successful, and it is probably not overstating the case to 
say that still fewer have been founded on principles which if gen- 
erally adopted would help in the solution of the rural economic and 
social problem. . . . Many of them have been formed by impractical 
enthusiasts with high motives but with little business experience, de- 
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siring to reform everyone except themselves, to wage war on their 
neighbors who do not affiliate, to fight every competitor, and to found 
the organization on enthusiasm, altruism and general discontent. 

On the other hand, however, he maintains that there is much in 
cooperative endeavor to commend itself to those who will approach 
it in a sane and businesslike manner. 

The fundamentals of agricultural cooperation are declared to 
be: (1) The successful cooperative organization must be founded 
on a special industry such as cotton, tobacco, milk, butter, poultry, 
small fruits, and the like. (2) The area which it covers must be 
comparatively small in extent. (3) The population of the com- 
munity must be of a stable character. (4) The association must 
be started only after the farmers have felt the pressing need of 
getting together. (5) There must be federation with a consider- 
able amount of autonomy for the constituent local associations. 
Considerable space is devoted to a discussion of the form of or- 
ganization, the legal principles involved, the matter of finances, 
and the more important difficulties to be overcome. 

Practically two thirds of the volume is taken up with an ex- 
position of the methods of various cooperative enterprises of in- 
terest to the farmer, such as the breeders' and growers' associations 
at home and abroad, the associations which market grain, eggs, 
milk, butter, cotton, and fruit, and those which carry on irrigation 
projects, mutual insurance, the purchasing of supplies, the estab- 
lishment of rural credit, and the construction and management of 
rural telephones. A short bibliography of the more important 
references is also included. 

Mr. Powell has not attempted to cover the entire field of agri- 
cultural cooperation, but has confined himself to its more im- 
portant phases. His work shows a grasp of the issues involved 
and a ripeness of conclusion that comes only from actual contact 
with the practical side of cooperation. 

Ira B. Cross. 
Stanford University. 

The Servile State. By Hiiaire Belloc. (London: T. N. 
Foulis. 1912. Pp. 189. 2s. 6d.) 

The Real Democracy. (First Essays of the Rota Club.) By J. 

E. F. Mann, N. J. Sievers, and R. W. T. Cox. (London: 

Longmans, Green and Company. 1913. Pp. x, 276. $1.50.) 

These two books are from the same group of thinkers and 

represent the same point of view. Mr. Belloc leads off with a 



